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Some  Problems  in  Social  Sciences  in  the  Light  of  Decisions 

thft  21st  Congress  of  the  CPSU 


/phi^  is  a  translation  of  an  article  written  by  Yu.P. 
Prantsev  in  Vestnik  Akademii  ISfari  SSSR  (Herald  of  the  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Sciences  USSR),  No  7,  1959,  pages  3-lW 


The  strength  of  the  Marxist -Leninist  leadership  of 
niir  Party  and  the  effectiveness  of  its  strategy  and  tactics, 
“Lasted  in  the  ability  ocrreotly  to  detemine 
S  main  trend  in  eoclal  development  and  the  eseenoe  or  each 

c  one  X*  e  t  e  itiomo  nt  thoi'o  xn*  ^  es  © 

In  the  absence  of  a  knowledge  of  the  ^ 

nhiVetive  laws  of  the  development  of  society  it  is  impossible 
to  determine  that  concrete  stage  in  which  the  social  process 
is  taki™  place.  On  the  other  hand,  if  one  knows  only  the 
general  trLd  of  developing  events 
the  concrete  stage  in  this  current  of  historical 
it  is  impossible  acc\arately  to  say  how  to  act  at  tne 
SsiorSS  »ment  -  what  tactics  tc  use,  and  what  immediate 

goals  can  and  must  be  posed,  +.-„„n  .,■!  fi' r'nncp 

^  The  profound  theoretical  and  practical  signixicance 

of  -hbe  decisions  of  the  21st  Congress  of  the  CPSu  consisc  in 
the  fact  that  they  provided  a  clear  definition  of 
trend  in  our  development  toward  cormnunism  and  elucidated  the 
esSLe?  nSure  and  tasks  of  the  new  period  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  country  —  the  period  of  the  expanded  building 
SI  a  comSS^ist  society.  The  elaboration  of  ^e  goblems  of 
the  transition  to  communism  is  an  important  contribution 
made  by  Se  congress  to  the  depository  of  Marxism-Leninism. 

\,S.  Khrushchev’s  report  to  the  congress  explained 
the  concept  of  the  gradual  transition  to  communism  and 

sSowenSe  objectivf  laws  Xsf of 

new  period  in  oiir  comnDxnist  braiding*  The  first  pnase 
?he  new  social  system  -  socialism  -  developing  m  accor¬ 
dance  with  these  laws,  prepares  the  second 
munism.  The  conclusions  of  the  congress  ®^^°^ 

Leninist  theory  and  constitute  a  testimony  to  1  P  • 
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The  scientific  elaboration  of  the  problems  of  the  gradual 
transition  to  communism  also  constitute  the  refutation  of 
the  flat  evolutionary, , sub jective,  and  voluntarist  theories 

of  bourgeois  sociology.  ,  .  .  .  .  n 

It  has  now  become  quite  obvious  that  as  the  historical 
process  moves  toward  communism  it  accelerates  rather  than 
decelerates*  IflOiat  makes  it  possible  to  achieve  this  is  a  high 
level  of  develbpment  of  productive  capacities  and  production 
relations,  a  liigh  degree  of  political  organization  of  society, 
and  vigorous  participation  by  the  popular  masses*  A  tremen¬ 
dous  role  is  played  by  Marxist— Leninist  theory,  which  shows 
the  possibilities  for  the  progressive  movement  of  society. 

The  decisions  of  the  June  Plenum  of  the  CC  CPSU  in 
1959,  and  N.S,  Khrushchev’s  speech  to  the  plenm,  show  once 
again  that,  guided  by  Marxist -Leninist  theory  and  creatively 
developing  it  at  each  new  stage  in  the  great  struggle  for 
commmism,  our  Party  is  confidently  directing  the  efforts  of 
the  workers  toward  the  most  rapid  creation  of  the  material 
and  technical  base  of  a  conMunist  society^  achieving  a 
uiendous  growth  in  productive  capacities^  the  components  of 
which  —  technology  and  human  beings  who  have  mastered  that 
technology  --  are  developing  at  an,  unprecedented  rate.  It 
is  precisely  for  this  reason  that  the  organization  work  of 
the  Party  and  the  Soviet  Government  are  now  assuming  su.ch 
very  great  importance. 

Experience  shows  that  the  inaugi^ation  of  the  new 
stage  in  the  development  of  Soviet  society  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  bj^  the  successes  of  recent  years,  by  the  gi’oat 
ganizational  work  of  the  Communist  Party,  which  nas  carried 
out  bold  transformations  in  recent  years  in  the  field  of 
industry  and  agriculture,  and  has  provided  remarkable  ex¬ 
amples  of  creative  Marxism.  Among  the  levers  used  by  the 

to  accelerate  the  development  of  the  national  economy 
is  the  reorganization  of  the  administration  of  industry  and 
construction.  The  Party  has  elaborated  and  implemented  re¬ 
volutionary  measures  for  the  further  development  of  agri¬ 
culture,  and  has  stimulated  an  upsm’ge  in  science  and  tech¬ 
nology  in  our  coixntry  which  has  stunned  the  entire  world. 

The  theoretical  matuj:‘ity  of  Party  cadres,  and  their 
correct  understanding  of  the  concrete  requirements  of  prac¬ 
tice,  have  facilitated  the  elaboration  by  the  CC  CPSU  of  a 
new  and  majestic  plan  for  the  development  of  the  national 
economy.  This  theoretical  maturity  has  made  it  possible  for 
the  Leninist  Central  Committee  of  the  CPSU  definitely  to  de¬ 
feat  in  a  very  short  time  the  anti-Party  group  of  Malenl^ov, 
Kaganovich,  Molotov,  and  Bulganin,  which  was  carrying  on  a 
base  struggle  against  the  Party  and  its  general  line. 
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The  theoretical  development  by  the  21st  Congress  of 
the  CPSU  of  the  most  important  problems  of  Marxist -Leninist 
theory  is  the  basis  for  developing  work  along  the  entire 
front  of  the  social  sciences*  N,S*  Khrushchev’s  report  and 
the  decisions  of  the  21st.  Congress  of  the  CPSTJ  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  get  a  clear  picture  of  the  new  assault  position 
which  must  be  taken  by  every  Soviet  collective  and  every 
worker  in  our  . country#  Our  social  science  must  also  take  u.p 
its  oxTO  assault  position*  In  this  connection  the  principle 
of  the  unity  of  theory  and  practice  must  serve  as  a  guiding 
principle  from  which  no  deviations  are  to  be  tolerated* 

Attention  to  the  facts  of  social  life  and  practice 
has  been  k  typical  featxire  of  Marxism  since  its  inception. 
Engel is  book,  "The  Position  of  the  Working  Class  in  England, 
which  came  out  in  I8I1.5  aud  constituted  an  Important  stage  in 
the  formation  of  Marxism,  was  subtitled  "On  the  Basis  of^ 
Personal  Observations  and  Reliable  Sources.  In  evaluating 
his  own  book,  Engels  wrote  that  the  German  Communists  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  theoretical  premises.  There  was  scarcely  one  of 
them  who  had  not  arrived  at  communism  via  PexBibach’s  reinter¬ 
pretation  of  Hegel’s  philosophy.  Therefore,  a  study  of  the 
living  conditions  of  the  proletariat  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
facts  were  of  tremendous  importance  to  them.  (Cf.  K.  Marx 

and  P.  Engels’,  "Works."  Vol  2,  p  239.)  _  .  .r  r 

We  must  remember  the  passionate  manner  in  whicn  'o-'-o 
Lenin  set  about  his  study  of  life.  He  emphasized^ that ^  mat 
we  are  concerned  with,  and  have  been  for  a  .long  time,  is^ not 
general  principles  but  practical  experience,  and  that  A 
•specialist  in  science  and  technology’  who  knows  his  job, 
even  if  he  is  a  bourgeois,  is  ten  times  more  valuable^  than 
a  swaggering  Communist  heady  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night 
to  write  ‘theses',  to  come  up  with  'slogans,'  and  to  offer 
barren  a.bs  tract  ions."  ienin  addedJ  "Let’s  have  a  little 
more  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  a  li|jtle  less  of  disputes 
•vorUich  pretend  to  communist  integrity.  (V.I.  Lenin,  Works. 
Vol  32,  p  121.) 

In  the  socialist  society,  theory  is  directly  tied  in 
with  practice  —  with  the  practical  activity  of  the  masses, 
merging  with  the  practice  of  communist  building.  H.S, 
Khrushchev  has  emphasised;  "There  is  not  one  laborer  of  the 
socialist  society  in  any  working  area,  however  small,  who  -- 
if  he  is  working  honestly  --  is  not  doing  a  useful  job  for 
all  of  society  and,  by  his  practical  activity,  is  confirming 
and  developing  the  theory -of  Marxism-Leninism.  That  is  why 
we  say  that  the  fxirther  development  of  theoretical  social 
thought  today  is  not  the  x-JCrk  of  individual  theoreticians  of 
a  small  group  of  people  sitting  in  their  offices  and  develop¬ 
ing  theory.  No,  today  the  entire  people  is  participating  in 
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this  great  task  because  the  shortening  of  the  transition 
path  ®from  socialism  to  commmism  depends 

Spoil  their  efforts*  And  this  is  the  Important  thing.  It 


IS 


life 


itself  the  activity  of  the  communist  ana  worker  s 


parties;  the  practical  activity  oi  the  people  in  biildi  S 
cielism  and  communism  —  which  confirms 

ciples  of  Marxism-Leninism  and  gives  birth^to  new  trends 
the  development  of  these  theoretical  P^^Pj;®®!.  , 

Khrushchev.  "Toward  Victory  in  Peaceful  Competition  with 
Sp^tSS™:-  ^c^olltl.aat  state  Publishing  House  of  Poli- 
tlcal  P^360.)^ 

of  deoartuie  In  letSmlnlng  the  tasks  of  the  social  solenoes 
in  the  socialist  society.  Today,  when  the  masses  are  creating 
SeSj,  conSmU  it  in  their  dally  lives,  and  participating 
in  the  development  of  theoretical  thought,  social  science 
must  carefully  study  this  practice  of  the  masses,  and  merge 
with  the  Ireat  activity  of  the  people  engaged  in 
building  communism.^  Ever  more  frequently,  now,  kolkhoz  re- 
presentltives  read  papers  at  scientific  ®®^f®^®^?®®^ 

Sists  hold  meetings  with  practical  workers  in  oblasts  snd 
rayons,  making  on-the-spot  studies  of  important  problems  of 

labor  organization  and  wages^  costs^otc#  ^ 

labor  expanded  building  of  a  comist 

society,  speciel  Importance  attaches  to  scientific  work  done 
on  the  basis  of  abundant  concrete  data  --  studies  combining 
the  most  concrete  analysis  of  the ^practice  of  social  develop¬ 
ment  with  its  theoretical  generalization.  If  the  place  of 
the  technical  and  natural  sciences  is  nearer  to 
to  the  olant,  to  the  kolkhoz,  the  same  requirement  applies 
fully  to  the  social  sciences.  Certain  ^ 

studies  have  been  instituted,  for  example,  by  '*^^® 
of  Phiosophj,  economics.  Law,  ^ and  o  h 

manities  and  institutions  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  ^SSR. 

It  is  very  important  to  work  out  a  method  foi  concre 
studies  of  life  --  to  provide  them  with  a  profoundly  scienti¬ 
fic  cSLfcter  -  so  th£t  the  studies  produced  by  sciencis-os 
will  not  turn  out  to  be  simple  empirical  material  or  pr 
mature  empirical  generalizations,  but _will  have  theoretical 
importance  and  will  help  to  solve  basic  and  important  prob- 

Let  us  consider,  for  example,  the  results  of  the  all- 
union  census  —  factual  data  on  a  tremendous  scale  represent¬ 
ing  great  scientific  value.  Actually,  the  study  of  these  dat 
can  serve  as  the  basis  for  a  great,  comprehensive  research 
proiect  for  social  scientists  in  various  specialties.  Li.te 
is  imposing  ever  greater  requirements  for  the  organization 


k 


of  lust  such  comprehensive  projects  on  the  part  of  social 
scientists,  pooling  the  efforts  of  economists,  philosophers, 
end  historians  of  Soviet  society.  It  is  essential  widely  to 
develop  this  kind  of  team  research,  ensuring  the  collabora¬ 
tion  (for  example)  of  economists  and  specialists  in  the  j.ield 
of  technology*  Philosophers  should  also  take -  part  in  these 
proiects,  working  on  problems  of  social  relations  and^the 
structure  of  the  socialist  society*  It  is  extremely  impor- 
ant  to  achieve  the  correct  organization  and  coordination  or 
such  projects  We  know  that  in  the  natural  sciences,  import¬ 
ant  discoveries  have  been  made  precisely  in  the  bord.erline 
branches  of  knowledge.  In  the  field  of  the  social  sciences 
such  borderline  branches  have  so  far  been  very  little  stuaiod. 
Hence  the  great  significance  being  assiomed  by  problems 
of  organizing  scientific  work.  In  the  field  of  the  social 
sciences  there  is  still  a  great  deal  of  primitive  proced^e, 
individualism,  a  dissipation  of  funds  and  resources,  inade- 
quate  attention  is  being  devoted  to  team  projects  carried  ou 
in  accordance  with  a  v clearly  elaborated  plan  and  directed 
toward  the  solution  of  definite  problems.  The  research  plans 
of  many  humanities  Institutions  resemble  scholarly  publishing 
plans.  They  are  lists  of  books,  showing  the  time  of  their 
preparation  and  publishing.  Freo,uently  these  plans  do  not 
show  how  a  problem  is  to  be  studied,  what  research  ® 

employed  in  seeking  its  solution,  or  what  methods  will  be 
used.  The  scientific  base  of  the  humanities  institutions 
consists  chiefly  of  libraries.  This  base  is  acceptable_^wnen 
new  books  are  written  on  the  basis  of  existing ^booxs^  but 
todav  the  institutes  must  accumulate  various  kinas  oi  mate¬ 
rial"  characterizing  phenomena  of  life  which  have  nor  yet  ceen 


described  in  books.  4.  t  n'-i-o 

The  accompli shrabnt  of  our  huge  tasks  must  be  facilita¬ 
ted  by  a  planned  change  in  the  organizational  structure  of 
scientific  institutions  working  in  the  field  01  the  social 
sciences.  The  basic  scientific  cells  must  become,  not  immo¬ 
bile  and  stabilized  sectors  and  sections,  but  mobile  creative 
groups  of  scientists  pooling  their  efforts  to  solve  definite 

problems  at  prescribed  times.  ,  j  j 

The  tasks  of  the  social  sciences  were  clearly  defined 

by  the  21st  Congress  of  the  CPSU,  ^ 

The  resolution  of  the  congress  states?  social 

sciences  —  and  especially  the  science  of  economics  --  are 
faced  with  the  problem  of  creatively  generalizing  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  economic  and  cultural  building  and  studying  the 
new  problems  posed  by  life*  It  is  essential  thoroughly  o 
study  the  laws  governing  the  transition  to  communism#  com¬ 
prehensively  to  analyze  the  most  important  processes  taking 


place  in  the  capitalist  world,  to  expose  the  boiArgeols  ideo- 
ioPi,  and  to  struggle  for  the  purity  of  Marxist -Leninist  ^ 
theorv."  (’!Resoliitioii  of  the  21st  Congress  of  the  Coimiirnist 
Party*' of  the  Soviet  Union  on  Comrade  N,S.  Khrushchev' s  ue- 
port,  iOn  the  Control  Figures  the  Development  of  tne  Na¬ 

tional  Economy  of  the  USSR  for  1958-1965.’  Gospolioizdat ,  M, 

Vn!*recent  General  Meeting  of  the  Acaderay  of  Sciences 
USSR  considered  the  tasks  of  the  academy  in  the  light  oi  u  e 
resolutions  of  the  21st  Congress  of  the  CPSU  and  laid  down 
measures  reflecting  the  aspiration  of^Soviet  scientists  more 
rapidly  and  better  to  realize  these  historic  resolutions. 

The  problems  of  our  social  science  formulated  by  the  General 
Meeting  include  the  study  of  the  development  of  proauctive 
capacities,  production  relations,  political  organization,  and 
culture  during  the  period  of  the  transition  to  communism. 

It  was  pointed  out  at  the  meeting  that  it  is  essential  to  con¬ 
centrate  attention,  resources,  and  funds  on  the  priority  study 
of  such  basic  problems  as  socialist  expanded  reproauction, 
the  means  of  solving  the  basic  economic  task,  proolems  of 
Marxist -Leninist  pfeUfgeDhy  under  the  concrete  conditions  of 
building  a  communlsr^rahd  problems  of  the  ^  development  oi  the 
Soviet  state  and  law  during  the  new  stage  in  our  building. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  USSR  has  assumed  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  elaborating  the  scientific  foundations  for  the  long- 
range  planning  of  the  socialist  economy,  making  technico- 
economic  studies  of  the  sources  and  means  of  increasing  the 
productivity  of  social  labor,  mechanization  and  automation 
of  production,  studying  problems  of  the  economic  ®Jff°tive- 
ness  of  capital  outlays  on  new  equipment,  and  the  development 
S?  production-economic  relations  and  the  distribution  of  socia¬ 
list  production.  Work  in  the  field  of  economic  science  must 
facilitate  the  discovery  of  reserves  for  fulfilling  pd  over- 
fulfillinp'  the  seven-year  national  economic  plan#  1*0  was 
pointed  out  at  the  meeting  that  economic  institutes  mils t  main¬ 
tain  close  contact  with  Gosplan  USSR  and  other  economic  plan¬ 
ning  organs,  actively  participate  in  the  elaboration^  ^d  ana¬ 
lysis  of  national  economic  plans,  and  provide  scienoiiic  re- 
coi-nmendations  for  solving  the  practical  problems  of  economic 

building^  order  to  make  the  transition  to  a  communist  society, 
and  in  order  that  the  processes  already  initiated  in  tne  iirst 
phase  of  the  development  of  ouj?  society  should  become  predo¬ 
minant,  it  is  necessary  first  of  all  further  to  develop  pro¬ 
ductive  capacities,  and  an  abundance  of  products  produced  by 
society.  This  can  be  achieved  on  the  basis  of  technical  pro¬ 
gress,  and  the  comprehensive  mechanization  and  automation 
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of  production  processes*  The  resolutions  of  the  June  Plenum 
of  the  CC  CP^U  st^te;  "The  Mechanization  and  automation  of 
production  pbSsessnot  only  an  economic  significance  but  a 
tremendous  social  significance*  In  a  socialist  society^  tne 
comprehensive  me-chanlzatlon  and  automation  of  production  pro¬ 
cess  corresponds  to  the  vital  interests  of  the  workers, 
lighten  and  radically  change  the  character  of  the  labor  of 
millions  of  people,  raise  their  productivity,  and  create  the 
conditions  for  reducing  the  length  of  the  working  day  and  for 
eliminating  the  existing  differences  between  mental  and  physi¬ 
cal  labor.’’  (Pravda,  30  June  1959*)  This  likewise  d.etermines 
the  first  task  of  the  social  scientists}  profoundly  and  com¬ 
prehensively  to  study  the  processes  of  the  growth  of  the  pro¬ 
ductive  capacities  of  Soviet  society,  and  the  efiect  of  tecn- 
nic3.1  progress  on  all  3.spects  of  social  life  during  the  period 
of  the  transition  from  socialism  to  communism,  and  to  render 
aid  to  the  development  of  prodiictive  capacities. 

The  tasks  of  the  social  scientists  slso  include  the^ 
analysis  of  the  process  of  improving  production  relations  in 
our  society*  It  is  essential  to  make  further  studies  of 
deep  processes  taking  place  in  the  socialist  economy,  like 
those  elucidated  in  N*S«  Khrushchevas  report*  These  proces¬ 
ses  show  how  the  level  of  socialization  of  kolkhoz  produc¬ 
tion  is  continuing  to  increase  and  will  increase  even  furtheri 
how  the  approximation  of  kolkhoz  "•cooperative  property  to  so¬ 
cialized  property  will  be  effected,  gradually  eliminating  the 
dividing  line  between  them.  State  property  will  also  be  fur¬ 
ther  expanded  during  the  transition  to  communism  —  something 
which  will  be  facilitated  tremendously  by  improvement  in  the 
forms  of  administering  industry.  The  facts  testify  to  an^ im¬ 
provement  in  socialist  production  relations  taking  place  in 
our  day  --  a  process  moving  in  the  direction  of  raising  the 
level  of  socialization.  The  laws  governing  this  process  must 
be  studied  by  the  combined  efforts  of  economists,  philosophers, 
and  historians  of  Soviet  society. 

The  method  of  distributing  the  material  and  splrlttial 
values  produced  by  society  among  all  members  of  that  society 
is  an  important  aspect  of  production  relations.  The  21st 
Congress  of  the  CPSU  laid  heavy  emphasis  on  this  matter, 
his  report  M.So  Khrushchev  explained  the  sigMficance  of  tha 
socialist  principle  of  distribution  according  to  labor  dun->ing 
the  period  of  expanded  building  of  a  communist  society*  ^At 
the  same  time  he  pointed  that  moral  incentives  to  labor  for 
the  good  of  society  were  already  acquiring  increasingly 
greater  significance  during  the  first  phase  of  that  period, 
Distrlbiition  according  to  labor  plays  a  great  educational 
role,  preparing  that  attitude  toward  labor  which  will  finally 
triumph  xmder  communism.  The  report  also  stated  that  already 
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an  increasing  greater  share  of  material  and  cultural  v allies 
is  being  distributed  among  members  of  society  without  regard 
iheS  laLh^vi.*,  gratis.  It  is  evident  that  the  Soviet 
social  scieiitistS,  if  they  want  to  keep  step  with  life,  have 
a  drtY  to  study  these  very  impo  rtant  processes.  The  pj.  oi  - 
lems  of  the  building  of  a  com.iiunist  society  must  oe  studied 
not  only  by  Economists  but  also  by  philosophers  and  jurisus. 
The  problem  of  the  political  organization  of  society 
in  the  period  of  the  transition  to  commmism  is  Pf 
pressing  theoretical  and  practical  importance.  Without  a 
Socialist  state  it  is  impossible  to  build  communism,  to 
create  its  material  and  technical  base,  to  achieve  the  far¬ 
ther  development  of  socialized  property.  Problems  of  the 
development  of  the  Soviet  state  and  law  constitute  an 
portant  area  of  research  for  our  social  scientists,  jurists, 

and  entertain  a  caricature-like  notion 

of  the  development  of  socialist  society  as  a  process  wnicn 
little  by  little  paralyzes  all  levers  of  state  adiainistra- 
tions  one  which  —  in  the  words  used_bv  Plekhanov  apropos  the 


XrlOXi;  UllC  Wi'-J-OIJL - - - -  ^ 

metaphysicians  —  assumes  the  gradual  diminution 


state  •''continuing  until  the  phenomenon  _  be  comes  completely  in- 
virtue  of  its  microscopic  proportions.  IG.V. 
Plekhanov,  "Selected  Philosophical  Works."  Vol  1,  1956,  P 


conspicuous  by 


569.)  This  "quantitative"  anarchistic  Proudhonian  view¬ 
point  has  nothing  in  common  with  Marxism.  A  maximal  expan¬ 
sion  of  socialist  statism  is  proper  to  the  period  of  society  s 
transition  to  communism. 

As  was  emphasized  in  the  resolutions  of  the  21st  o  - 
gress  of  the  CPSU,  during  the  period  of  transition  to^ commu¬ 
nism  an  ever  larger  role  will  be  played  by  the  Communist  ^ 
Party,  which  pools  the  efforts  of  all  collectives  and  memoers 
of  our  society,  stimulates  their  Initiative  and  creativity, 
directs  these  efforts  toward  a  single,  great  goul,  and  car¬ 
ries  on  work  for  the  ideological  indoctrination  of  Soviet 

The  Communist  Party  is  a  subjective  factor  of  tremen¬ 
dous  effectiveness  without  which  no  progressive  social  changes 
can  be  effected.  The  study  of  this  factor  and  its  role  and 
significance  is  one  of  the  most  important  "tasks  ox 
om-^  social  science,  which  studies  the  laws  governing  the 
transition  to  communism  and  functions  as  a  propagandist  for 
the  ideas  of  Marxism-Leninism.  Soviet  social  scienuists  must 
imbue  the  masses  with  a  profound  understanding  of  Party  policy 
diiring  the  period  of  the  expanded  building  of  a  comunist  so- 
ciet-vj  and  help  to  inculcate  in  Soviet  citizens  the  ability 
to  iraplement  the  Leninist  general  line  of  the  Party  each  con¬ 
crete  phase  of  their  life  and  work. 
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Ideoloeical  work  has  always  been  accorded  ^ 

■Dlace  in  the  many-faceted  activity  of  the  Party.  This 
is  directed  toward  indoctrinating  Soviet  citizens  iti  s.  spiri 
of  Sileotlvlsrand  lovo  of  labo?,  soolallat  Internationalisn 
Ind  patriotism,  and  the  high  moral  principles  of  the  new  so¬ 
ciety.  ^  ^  field  of  activity  is  opened  up  before  Soviet 

aolent-iat^irtMa  oonneotxon.  Let  ua  oonslder,  for  ex^pla, 

the  problem  of  morality.  Marxism-Leninism  set  forth,  for 

the  first  time  in  history,  a  rmquely  scientific  and 
criterion  for  morality,  thereby  causing  a 
moral  development  of  man.  However,  we  possess  ver^  fe 
studies,  or  even  popular  works,  on  problems 

durini^  the  transition  to  communism,  special  importance,  at 
(for  example)  to  an  analysis  of  the 

eentives  for  labor,  and  la- 

tween  moral  incentives  and  the  material  interest  ox  the  1 
borer.  Public  opinion  is  a  great  inculcator  of  such  in 
eentives.  What  levers  does  society  have  at  its  disposal,  d  - 
nine  the  period  of  the  transition  to  communism,  for  moral  in¬ 
fluence  and  action  on  the  individual  —  for 

tlon*?  What  is  the  relationship  between  morality  and  law  in 
thrperiSfof  the  transition  to  oommunlsmt  Suoh 
not  merely  theoretical  in  nature*  They  are  also  p  o 
our  practical  ideological  and  indoctrination  work* 

We  also  possess  very  few  scientific  studies  ®nit 
zing  the  role  of  religious  ideology  and  morality*  It 
longer  feasible  to  combat  religious  vestiges  with  the  metnods 
used  20  or  30  years  ago.  Religious  notions  have  changed  con- 
SSLabl?!  L  many  cises  they  have  begun  to  assume  the  more 
diffuse  form  of  quasi -pantheistic  and 

The  struggle  against  these  ideas  is  necessarily  of  a  difierent 
kind  thafi'it  wis,  for  example,  during  civil  war  period 

when  the  ideological  and  social  personality  of  the  oeliever 
was  different.  The  large  collective  work  now  ®l-^ora- 

ted  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences  'USSR,  Reli 

gion."  should  fill  the  lacuna  in  our  scientific  litej.at.^e 

^^^^T£re*is  also  a  need  for  general  ^works  devoted  ® 
critique  of  bourgeois  individualism  in  its  various  maniies 
?ions  In  large  part,  this  subject  is  treated  only  inciden¬ 
tally*  in  our  books  and  articles,  in  the  ft^is^one 

various  bourgeois  schools  of  philosophy,  although  i 
of  afbaslo  problems  of  oritlolslng  the  bourgeois  world- 

view. 
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The  General  Meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
noted  the  recessity  for  emphasizing  the  development  of  tne 
activity  of  seminars  in  the  area  of  the  philosophical 
ralization  of  the  contemiDorary  achievements  of  science,  ine 
development  of  the  natural  sciences  poses  several  serious 
problems  of  a  philosophical  nature.  Today  a  correct  u-nder- 
standing  of  the  connection  between  philosophy  and  tne  concrete 
natural  sciences  is  extremely  important* 

The  very  important  discoveries  in  the  natural  sciences 
and  the  technical  sciences  show  that  the  path  of  the  progres¬ 
sive  development  of  modern  science  can  be  understood,  and 
all  forms  of  fideisra,  of  the  reactionary  world-view^blockl^ 
this  development  can  be  combatted,  --  only  from  a^viewpoint 
of  dialectical  materialism.  In  the  socialist  society  possi¬ 
bilities  have  been  created  for  cooperation  and  'unity  mong 
the  sciences  dealing  with  nature,  technology,  and  society. 

The  social  aspect  of  technology  and  the  social  signiiicance 
of  investigations  of  nat'ure  serve  as  the  basis  for  ^bringing 
the  sciences  closer  together  —  for  their  common,  joint  work 
in  the  nasme  of  a  bright  future, 

Soviet  historians  have. an  important  role  to  play  in 
cojmmuuist  Indoctrination,  Among  the  most  pressing  problems 
of  the  historians  are  a  study  of  the  history  of  the  buxlding 
of  socialism  and  commtinism  in  the  USiSRj  the  history  of  social¬ 
ist  building  in  the  people's  democracies!  a  study  of  the  re¬ 
volutionary  traditions  of  the  peoples  of  the  TJSSR|  tne  his¬ 
tory  of  the  International  worker’s  movement;  and  the  history 
of  the  national-liberation  struggle  of  the  peoples  against 
colonialism.  There  is  n6  doubt  that  bringing  the  work  of  our 
historians  closer  to  life  will  stimulate  the  development  oj. 
historical  knowledge.  It' must  be  remembered  that  Karl  Marx  s 
own  historical  writings, ■ studied  by  generations  oi  Marxist 
historians,  were  written  liot  on  the  traces  of  events,  ^wiuhout 
waiting  for  the  sources  to  be  covered  with  the  dus't  of  arch¬ 
ives,  Great  Importance  attaches  to  the  creation  of  a  scien¬ 
tific  history  of  the  SovlH  society,  the  working  class,  and 
the  peasantry,  the  building  of  Soviet  culture,  and  research 
on  other  problems  of  the  development  of  socialist  social  for¬ 
mations,  .  4.  n 

The  bourgeois  ideologues  are  now  exerting  their  intel¬ 
lects  in  attacks  on  historicity.  They  affirm  that  the  histo¬ 
rical  process  is  merely  a  chain  of  subjective  ideas  on  the 
part  of  the  historian,  and  that  there  are  no  objective  laws^ 
of  social  development  leading  mankind  to  communism®  In  their^^ 
ooinion,  history  is  a  conglomeration  of  various  civilizations 
and  ''cultures"  which  canncb  be  taught  to  anybody.  In  che  com¬ 
munist  world-view,  however,  historicity  is  accorded  an  import¬ 
ant  place.  The  scientific  theory  of  the  historical  process 
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and  a  knowledge  of  the  past  are  directly  related,  in  Marxist- 
Leninist  science,  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  prospects 

for  the  futvirei  ^  a.  ,  4- 

The  research  of  Soviet  literary  specialists  must  be 

directly  related  to  problems  of  communist  indoctrination  and 
cult\aral  building.  The  former  are  faced  with  the  task  ol 
maklnp  a  profound  analysis  of  the  problems  of  the  development 
of  the  literature  of  Socialist  Realism,  and  its  connection 
with  the  classical  literary  heritage.  In  his  speech  ^he 
Third  Congress  of  Writers  of  the  USSR,  N.Si  Khrushchev  Posed 
■orohleras  whose  comprehensive  treatment  will  facilitate  the 
creation  of  that  “abundance  of  spiritual  values  proper  to  com- 

munism.^^^  21st  Congress  of  the  CPSU  drew  some  very  important 
conclusions  relative  to  the  international  conditions  of  the 
development  of  the  Soviet  Union  at  the  new  stage  oi  coMiunist 
buildingi  These  international  conditions  were  elucidated  in 
NiS.  Khrushchev’s  book, /"Toward  Victory  in 

tlon  with  Capitalism."  One  of  the  most  important  theoretical 
conclusions  is  that  in  the  USSR,  socialism  has  won^a  dexinite 
victory.  The  Soviet  Union  has  become  a  mighty  socialist  po¬ 
wer.  Its  material,  political,  and  moral  resources  are  enor¬ 
mous.  The  capitalist  worXd  does  not  possess  forces  capable 
of  destroying  the  socialist  system  in  oior  country.  Tne  time 
has  now  come  in  international  development  when  all  possibili¬ 
ties  are  available  for  tiif  victory  of  peaceful  coexistence. 
Naturally,  the  Soviet  Union  is  not  guaranteed  against  possible 
aggression  on  the  part  of  the  imperialist  powers,  ^ut  no  at¬ 
tempts  to  attack  the  USSR  can  end  in  success  for  the  aggres¬ 
sors.  This  represents  an:!  important  result  of  our  development 
and  an  essential  feature  of  the  contemporary  stage  of  world 
history.  Here  is  a  wide  field  for  research  by  social  scien- 

"b  i  s  t  s  '  : 

We  now  possess  all  possibilities  for  solving  in  the 
next  fexiT  years  the  basic  economic  task  of  the  USSR?  to  over¬ 
take  and  surpass  the  most  highly  developed  capitalist  country 
--  Tho  United  States  —  as  regards  per  capita  production,  me 
USSR  will  become  the  world’s  leading  industrial  power |  the 
Peoolo’s  Republic  of  China  will  become  a  mighty  industrial 
pox/er;  and  by  1965,  all  of  the  socialist  countries^together 
will  produce  more  than  one -half  of  the  world  Indus urial 
duct,  which  will  make  new  and  very  important  changes  in  tne 
international  situation. 

As  a  result  of  the  implementation  of  the  economic  plans 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and®Sll  the  socialist  countries  of  Europe 
and  Asia,  very  real  possibilities  will  be  created  for  elimi¬ 
nating  war  as  a  means  of  solving  international  proolems.  inus. 
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as  was  stated  in  N*S*  Khrushchevas  report,  pending  the  com¬ 
plete  victory  of  socialism  on  earth,  while  capitalism  is  still 
retained  in  part  of  the  world,  there  arises  a  real  possibility 
for  eliiiainating  war  from  social  life#  Socialism 
guarantor  of  the  peaceful,  progressive  development  of  human  ^ 
society  --  of  the  entire  population  of  the  earth.  ^An  analysis 
of  these  processes  in  the  international  situation  is  a  very 
important  task  of  economists,  specialists  in  international 
law,  and  philosophers. 

Prime  importance  attaches  to  the  resolutions  taken  at 
the  21st  Congress  of  the  CPSU  relative  to  the  development 
and  strengthening  of  relations  of  friendship^ and  brotherly 
mutual  assistance  among  the  countries  of  socialism  during  the 
new  stage  of  history*  The  tremendous  increase  in  the  econo¬ 
mic  might  of  the  Soviet  tJnion  provided  for  in  the  seven- 
year  plan  is  being  effected  at  a  time  when  the  international 
socialist  division  of  labor,  characterized  by  the  coordina¬ 
tion  of  the  plans  of  the  socialist  countries  and  the^ speciali¬ 
zation  and  cooperation  of  individual  branches^ of  their  na- 
tional  economies,  has  entered  a  new  phase  in  its  development. 
The  new  phase  in  the  collaboration  among  the  countries  of 
socialism  will  be  extremely  important  for  lancovering^ all  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  the  socialism  production  method  both  within  the 
limits  of  the  world  system  of  socialism  and  within  the  limits 
of  each  socialist  comirfi  On  the  basis  of  an  analysis  of 
the  action  of  the  iav»  .plinned  development  in  the  countries  of 
the  socialist  world  system,  in  his  report  to  the  21st  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  CPSU  N.S,  Khrushchevdrew  a  very  important  con¬ 
clusion  as  to, .the.  laws  governing  the  development  of  the  en¬ 
tire  social Israuring  the; contemporary  period  —a  conclu¬ 
sion  as  to  the  more  or  less  shiiultaneous  transition  of  the 
socialist  co\Antries  to  the-higher  phase  of  a  coimtiunist^  so- 
siety.  This  conclusion  will  stimulate  searching,  creative 
Marxist  thought  in  all  countries  of  the  socialist  camp. 

Social  science  is  faced  with  huge  problems  with  respect  to 
a  comprehensive  study  of  the  results  and  prospects  of  the _ 
development  of  the  world  system  of  socialism.  Tnis  new  field 
of  research  has  a  great  future. 

Fraternal  relations  and  friendship  among  all  units  of 
the  world  communist  movement  are  acquiring  increasing  import¬ 
ance  at  the  present  stage  of  world  history.  The  idea  of  the 
unity  of  the  correctly  understood  national  and  international 
tasks  of  the  working  class  -—  one  of  the  most  important  ideas 
of  Marxism-Leninism,  which  was  further  expanded  in  N.S,  Khrush 
chev * s  report  and  in  -the  resolutions  of  the  21st  Congress  — — 
is  of  basic  importance  in  this  connection. 
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The  successful  erection  of  the  magestic  building  of 
coMimunism,  whose  contours  are  a"^?ery°heavy  blow 

ESSL|  SSSriSr 

tremendous  significance  to  ^  stage  of  the  expanded 

Latin  toerlca,  Saline  an  historical 

building  of  communism  in  ?°f*o?ke?s  cvS  to  Ideas  of 

role  in  the  cause  of  wi^ino  ,  ,  capitalist  countries  j 

world’s  shortest  working  day,  w^^all^definitively^ow^ 
^:SlLr?gJ®oa?«gut  press  IS  houll^  about  the  a^ 

on  the  last  stronghold  of  “n.'jtllist  coun- 

llvlng  standard  in  the  ““g*  _^tSs  last  stronghold  of 

rapl?;ii™rthf  posiwors  of  scientific  communism  are  being 
strengthened^throj^dut  --try  will  have  an 

ever  greater  -?*“P?Srtheo?e?LS''Slnolples 

as  a  fact  of  historical  r— 11*?/  Est  oWress  and  Im- 

^leSnSr^rSf  ”efSrfa?^r’^?f*SllfilL,  will  ac<,uire 

--  ^'^^SrL^^rage  in  s?5in^ 

we  have  entered  will  be  -  the^entire  world  commu- 

thening  of  the  of  socialism, 

nist  movement,  the  mity  oi  tne  ^  ^  ^ia.j  an  import- 

The  Mai'xism-Leninist  science  of  society  will  piay  a 
ant  and  honorable  role  in  this  new  stageo 
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